MANNERS   AND   SUPERSTITIONS
found nothing. After this she was much happier,
and was soon well enough to leave the hospital.
Women never know their age in Mosul. On
dispensary days each woman is required to give her
name and age. The first difficulty is over the name.
Many do not know their surnames at all. When
asked, " What is your father's name ?" they say,
" How do I know ?" and then add with a laugh,
" Say Bint Abdulla " (daughter of a servant of God).
Abdulla is often a very convenient name when the
parentage is uncertain.
With regard to their age, women are quite hope-
less. I have often seen an old lady, bent double with
the weight of many years, come into the dispensary.
" Well, mother, how old are you ?" I ask her.
'" How old am I ? How do I know, my daughter ? "
"Do you think you are fifteen ? "
« Well, I may be."
" Are you twenty yet ? "
" Perhaps 1 am," replies the fair damsel of eighty.
" I know I was born two years before the year that
the locusts ate all the corn."
As to how many years ago the locusts destroyed
the crop she has not the remotest idea.
Or another woman will come, certainly not more
than twenty or twenty-five, the mother of a baby in
arms. On being asked her age she replies, " About
sixty " ! The natives never have any idea when their
birthdays are, but keep their name-days instead.
Thus amongst the Christians all Johns will keep the
feast of St. John as their feast-day, and so on.
Parents have a convenient way of forgetting the
date of the birth of their daughters. A girl who is
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